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initiative, "because in so doing he would impose upon the
enemy—should they decide to advance—all the disadvantages
of moving and maintaining themselves by bad communica-
tions in order to attack a well-organised and concentrated
defence.
However, these were not the only considerations to be taken
into account. Co-operation with the Eussian advance, and
the upholding of British prestige had to be considered—both
points having been specially referred to by the War Committee
in their statement of policy. It was assumed that so long as
the Tigris Corps remained in its forward position so long
would the Turkish Commander regard it as a potential threat
of advance—a menace in the face of which he would not
risk withdrawing any of Ms force for transfer to the Persian
front. In making this assumption, the ability of the enemy
to appreciate the situation seems to have been underrated;
however, for the moment it appeared as if by holding the
forward position and by being ready to "take advantage"
of any weakening of the enemy General Lake would be
materially assisting General Baratov, the Eussian Commander.
On the score of prestige, naturally it was argued that the
effect of withdrawal would be disastrous, and—a point of
more direct importance—the probable effect upon the lowered
morale of General Gorringe's troops, whose retirement was
certain to be followed up and harrassed by the tribes, was
likely to be bad. Then, again, the health of the troops was
bad and, until a very thorough reorganisation of medical
services could be carried out, sickness was likely to be more
prevalent in the lower reaches of the river than at a distance
from the trying climate of the Persian Gulf. Finally, the
Commander was reluctant to withdraw his force in the face
of the enemy; and the mere idea of retreat threw the Govern-
ment of India into a state of extreme apprehension.
The Chief of the Imperial General Staff, General Sir
William Robertson, who carefully reviewed all the facts
affecting the situation, was in favour of withdrawal. He gave
way, however, to the strong representations of the Com-
mander~in-Chief in India and the Commander in the
field and instructed General Lake to the effect that he
was to maintain Ms position as far forward as was
tactically secure, that no more reinforcements could be
sent to him, and that he had full authority to fall
back at once should it become advisable. The Tigris
Corps, therefore, remained where it was, and settled
down to the monotony of trench warfare, a monotony

